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of the increasing population and industry, was no longer confined between the Rhine and the Vistula, but had to sink its roots more and more in activities overseas.
Thus the second item in the development of the navy, the foreign service, gradually came into the foreground again side by side with the first, its striking power. As we had not enough station cruisers for this purpose, I proposed so to organize the home fleet that whole squadrons would be used across the Atlantic for lengthy periods, without their training suffering at all thereby. This was to be effected by a different plan of distributing recruits so that one of the squadrons would be practically manned by men of the third year. My proposal met with the opposition of the Commander-in-Chief, who, supported by the Chief of the Cabinet, evinced a strong inclination to sit tight upon his eggs, and even opposed an attempt to begin my scheme with only two ships. In order to show the practical effect of the appearance of our newest big ships in countries abroad, I succeeded in the summer of 1913 in securing the Emperor's consent to the voyage of two ships of the Kaiser class to the States of South America. The peaceful mission of our ships brought off such a striking success that a larger number of voyages on the part of our battle fleet could not have been prevented for long. As a modern battleship is at the same time the best possible industrial exhibition on a small scale, I was also justified in assuming that new connections would